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Hard to decide 

Writing as a process 

1) Read the text  « Hard to decide » and fill in the following lay out with the right 

components from the box 

Conclusion / advantages of leaving the family and  living on one’s own /introduction/ 

advantages of staying with the family 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2) Match  parts  in A with parts in B 

 

A B 

1- Introduction 

2- Advantages 

3- Disadvantages 

4- conclusion 

 

a- opinion and final decision 

b- on the other hand 

c- topic sentence 

d- on the one hand 

 

 

3)  A- Study the following arguments and try to classify them into advantages and 

disadvantages. 

1-I may choose to study abroad because I would see if I would manage alone without 

always falling back on my parents for help and advice. 

2- I may face communication problems and then I may feel isolated, frustrated and 

lonely. 

3- I may not stand leaving my country and miss my family and friends. 

4-By moving to another country I can gain a lot of experience. 

5- I would be responsible and level-headed to take care of myself. 

6-I ‘m afraid of being unable to manage alone if I face any difficulty. 

 

1- ………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

2- ……………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

3- …………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

4- …………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 



 
 

Advantages Disadvantages 

………………………………………………………….. 

…………………………………………………………... 

………………………………………………………….. 

…………………………………………………………. 

…………………………………………………………. 

…………………………………………………………. 

…………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………. 

……………………………………………………. 

…………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………… 

 

B- Use these arguments to write your 1st draft 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Introduction Leaving the home and living on one’s  own in a foreign country is a difficult choice . It has both 

advantages and disadvantages 

Advantages On the one hand, ……………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

Disadvantages On the other hand, 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

… 

 
Conclusion …………………………………………………………….....................................................................................

....................................................................................................................................................

............................................................................................................................. .......................

....................................................................................................................................................

............................................................................................................................. ....................... 



 
C- Choose an expression or a sentence from each column to complete your conclusion. 

 

I- All things considered, 

II- In conclusion, 

1) I think that, 

2) I believe that, 

3) It seems to me that, 

4) As for me, 

5) In my opinion, 

a- Studying abroad can be good but studying in 

ones’ country is much better. 

b- The best choice is to study in my country 

and be with my family to which I owe my 

success and with which I’d like to share my 

happiness. 

c- Studying abroad doesn’t coincide with better 

education, so why should I decide to study 

elsewhere if there are good universities in 

my country. 

 

4) Write your final draft and present it to your classmates. 

        

…………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 

…………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 

…………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………… 

 

…………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………. 

 


